CONFIDENTIAL ]. 


SELLE CTIONS 


wROM THE | 


VERNACULAR NE WSPAPERS, 


OCTOBER 4—NOVEMBER 9, 1875. 


ox BUL AND CENTRAL ASIAN APE ATES, 


‘Toe Sects Panjab of the 5th November ‘apatep the 
Pioneer, andthe Anjuman-é-Akhbdér of November Ist quotes 
the Englishman,.on the Russians in Central Asia. 


The Shola-t-Teir of the 2nd November writes that the: 
Emperor of Russia intends making over Kokhand again to 
the Kihan, its former ruler, but that the place will be garri- 
soned by Russian troops. 


‘The Réjptdna , Social Science Congress Gazette of the 5th 
N ovember says. that if Gene ral Kaufmann annexes the whole 
of Kokhand, the Russians will have great influence in Central 
Asia and will capture Kashgar and Afghanistin very soon ; 
of course it will take them 1 some time to arrange every thing 
properly and establish . their authority firmly, but. they are 
sure to advance towards the frontier some day. 


The Leuk--Mahfie of the Sth November writes that the 
kia, whieh: lately arrived from Yarkand brings news of the 7 
arrival of a Chinose army on the frontiers fox’ the purpose of “ 
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re-capturing “ Alah”’ from the Russians, but that: the Rus- 
sians proposed to make over Alah to them on condition that 
the Chinese joined them in an invasion of Kashgar to punish 
the Atalik G&zi, and that after capturing his territories 
they should divide it between them, the Russians taking the 
city of Kashgar, and the Chinese the remainder of the terri- 


tory. The Emperor of China having agreed to these tim, 
tke Russians made over Alfh to them. . | 


The Roz-i-Ndmé Panjdb of the 9th November writes that 
several persons have lately arrived at Peshawur from C&bul 
bringing news that some Russians had arrived and inspected 
the river “ Hamon” (sic), and that they gave out that the 


Russians had no intention at present of advancing towards 
Afghanistan. | 


The Oudh Akhbar of the 10th November writes that very 
little news has of late been received from Cébul, as the Amir 


of Cabul examines every letter posted for Hindustan , and 
will not allow any letter containing any news: regarding 


Cabul and its affairs to’ leave. The editor wonde rs what the 
Delhi Gazette will do as it used to have its columns fall daily’ 
of Cabul news. There is no doubt that the Delhi Gasette used 
to-receive correct and true information from Cébul, which 
used to surprise both the Government of India and the Amir of 
Cabul, and that after many years the Amir has now put a stop 
to this, and that no one now dares or attempts to send any 
news from Cabul. Two inferences might be drawn from this :— 

1st, that the Amfr is annoyed at news appearing in the. Delhi 
Gazette; 2ndly, that he might have joined the Russians and 
does not wish this to be known. Several. Russian envoys 
have lately visited Cébul, and it would not. be: surprising. if 
affairs had changed and the Amfr had ‘thrown in his lot with 
the Russians, It is true that several newspapers declare that 
the Amir has refused to accede to any ofthe Russian pro- 


posals, but. the editor says that. he does. nos + believe that: the 
Amir did anything of the.sorti:..: 9: 
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» The ‘Oudk Akhbdr of the 12th November writes that the 
"Pall Mall Gazette publishes a: letter saying that En gland is 
niaking @ great mistake in remaining quiet, or in putting 
faith in the —w of — or the silence of 
Persia. - z 


If the entene nate the Attrik and Mashad, they will 

be firmly established and have a strong hold on Persia. - That 
uch will soon be the case there is no doubt, and it will 
be seen that the British Government has reaped no advan- 
tage either from Persia or Afghanistan. It is not apparent 
why the British Government should continue to supply the 
Afghans with arms and money, and the editor calls to 
remembrance their conduct and behaviour in 1837, 1842, and 
1867, towards the British Government. Every one is sur- 
prised at the. British Government putting any faith in the 
words of the Amir of CAbul or his promises. Qn account of 
the constant internal dissensions that prevail in Afghanistan 
the Russians can very easily capture that country, and it is 
surprising they have not done so ; but if they have not yet 
done so they will before long. 


* “The Ride-ul-Akhbdr of the 1st November writes that the 
statement made by several newspapers of a Russian agent 
having arrived at Cébul and demanding a passage through 
_ Afghanistan of ‘a Russian army to Hindustan is all false; but 
that it is true the Russians are causing great commotion in 


Central Asia, and that the Amir of Oabul is perplexed at their 
Colngt. 


~. The hate Kandh-i-Hind of the 10th N aii says 
that the Ruasians intend to take Kokhand for good, and that 


the St. Petersburgh Gazette says that, notwithstanding what 
the English may say in their Parliament, the Russians intend 
to. act.as.they think proper in Central Asia; and as necessity 
compels them, they: are. compelled to do things = perhaps 


< 


they would not otherwise havedone. 
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- The Sadddareha of the’ 2hth October writés 2+" Since. the 
debate that tock place in-the House of Commons on “the pio- 
-gresa.of Bussia:in Central Asia on: 6th July dast, the subject. 
has acquired. fresh interest and importance. : It wasiannounced 
by wire some little time ago that. the Muscovite has occupied 
Merv. Although the report has not been confirmed, and was 
given out prematurely, there appears te be no doubt: that a 
Russian expedition has been despatched against that place. 
The question is what should the British Govern ment do under 
‘such citcamstances. Sir Henry Rawlinson, no‘mean authority 
in  Centrat Asiin’ tnattets, proposed that the Russian occupa- 
tion of Merv should be followed by the English occupation 
of Hetat, ‘with or without: thie consent “of the Amir. It is 
idle to expect: that’ in thé case ‘of Russian occupation of 

Merv, the ‘Aniir of Cabul will consent to the occupation of 
‘Herat by the English. That potentate doubtless bears friendly 
feeling 1g towards our rulers, ‘bat this friendship will not indude 
him to allow the English to’ take possession ‘of a portion of 
his territories. The Afghans will suspect that if’ they allow 
the English to occupy Herat, they must give up all hopes of 
obtaining it back. Tosay nothing of the Amir’s permitting 
our rulers to occupy Herat, it would be a marvel if he evet 
on to receive an English diplomatist in his capital. 


Now, it iy ‘clear that Sir Henry Rawlinson’s suggestion 
cannot be carried out with the consent of the Amir of Cabul. 
The quéstion then : ari ises—Should the occupation of Herat take 


place without his consent, and neces sarily in the teeth of his 
opposition ? this i is a serious question. 


It should be borne in mind that the inj ‘adicious ‘attaok. on 
Cébul made during g Lord Auckland’s reign was dictated by 
the fears of a Russian encroachment. True, since 1838, two 
important provinces—Scinde and the Panjéb—have been added 
to the British dominions, but that does not essentially alter 
“Abie case.’ The disasters experienced i in the Afghan war must 

have tau ght our rulers the. ‘necensity of extreme caution in 
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dealing with Ofbul. The’ Saturday Revie tightly observes — 
«Even if the expedition against Mery wero. a distinct menace 
to Iadia, no English Government would undertake the heavy 
cost and:serious tisk of a forcible occupation of Herat without: 
some urgent necessity.” _In spite of the knowledge and 


experience of Sir Henry Rawlinson, the ~_ recommended by , 
him cannot be carried out. oe 


Our rulers must, therefore, be content to pur sue the policy 
of « masterly inactivity” until the independence of Af ghanis- 
tan.is threatened. Any attack on that.country will not of 
course he regarded by England with indifference. We suspect 
however that the Russians will not feel the necessity. of 
making a formal attagk on Cébul, The civil war that will 
probably follow the death of its ruler may bring her to the 
scene, and we shall then sea the spectacle of Russia and 
England supporting rival claimants to its throne. At any 
rate, it would be absolutely imprudent for John Bull to. 
advance to meet the Muscovite. He must wait till events in 
Cabul call for his action, either in the case of a direct Russian, 
invasion, or in the case of Russia coming forward to take pazt 
in a war of succession, which will inevitably break out sooner 
—orilater. - 


The R oz-t-Ndmd Panjtb 0 of the 11th November says that 
numerous C&bulis have arrived at Peshawar, and all complain 
of the cruel and oppressive conduct of the Amir, and say that, 
he is daily enlisting men in bis army by force, 


‘The Rohilkhand Akhbar of the 13th N qvensher has the 
same information. — 


POLITICAL (HAT IVE STATES). 


:. ‘The Oudh Akhbdr of the 5th November says that the 
people of Mysore are much displeased at the style of the new 
palace which is being built for the Mah4raja, and that on 
‘account-of the instructions the Mabérdja receives from, Colonel 
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~Malleson he is becoming a European. :“ The habits of” the 
Maharaja are very good, but- his’ life~ is ore ‘of misery, ‘for 
when he mixes with his native friends he ‘is ‘always in dread 
lest Colonel Malleson should be: annoyed, and when. he. mixes 


with Eu rope she. is afraid of giving oftence to his native 
friends.” me By as 


The Nér-ul-Afshdn of the 4th November writes that the 


Bhils are being instigated by some persons unknown to attack 
Baroda during the absence of the Gaekwér at Bombay. 


The Lawrence Gazette of the 2nd November ‘says that it 
appears the Niz&m of Haidarabad will not, on account of illness, 
be able to proceed to Bombay to meet the Prince of Wales, but 
that he will visit the Prince at Pana. The editor says he 
cannot understand this, for “‘if the Nizdm is really sick, then 
how. will he be able to go to Paina? The assertions of the 


English newspapers have turned out tobe correct, that the 
Nizam would not meet the Prince of W ales.” 


The Roz-i-Ndmd Panjdb of the 4th November hopes the 
case of the ex-Gaekwar will be appealed before Parliament. 


_ The Guide of India of the 15th November, noticing the 
numerous appointments of Europeans to political posts, says 
that there are many natives as clever who could perform the 
same duties to the perfect satisfaction of Gover nment, and that 
it would be far more advisable to appoint natives to such posts 
than Europeans, and that a native resident. would give satis- 
faction both to Government and native chiefs, and would pay 
more attention to the reform of the affairs of the state. There 
are many political agents, the editor says, who do not perform, 
their duties honestly, but that if respectable natives were. 


appointed there can be no doubt as to: their honestly fulfilling 
their duties. | 


PRINCE OF WALES’ WISE Dei: bos! 


+ The Sayyid-ul Akhbdr of. the 1st November says “that the” 
Nizdm has lately had a graud carriage: built; the like of whieh’ 


? ; 


t 
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does: nat. exist in India. The editor considers it necessary 
that “ ‘the King of the Deccan” should possess such a — 
and says: that it will be presented to the Prince of Wales. 


The Sadik-ul Akhbdr of the 1st November writes that it i ig 

ramoured that the Maharéja Holkar of Indore will not go ‘to 

Bombay to meet: His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, but 
that in the beginning of December he will proceed to Calcutta. 


The Agra Akhbdr of the 30th October reproves the Begam 


of Bhopal for her interition of being present at the Darbir i in 
Calcutta with her face uncovered. 


The Guide of India (Rakbart-Hind), ) of the 2nd | Meveai 
ber premising that it is unable to express all its joy at the 
arrival of His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales in India, 
goes on to say :— There will be fireworks and illuminations. 
Although ‘there is no objection to these displays, still it is 
useless waste of money for -about a couple of hours’: these 
are glad tidings only for the oil-sellers, who will make a good’ 
harvest from it. This is all for the Prince, but he is:not 
justified in making fools of the people of Hindustén and. 
compelling them to empty their pockets. If the Hindusténis 
had any common sense they would not do all this, and it is 
a matter of surprise that the Europeans also are subscribing 
for the same purpose along with the natives; and that in 
doing ‘this they ‘are simply making fun and fools of the 
natives, But the natives never think of all this, and never’ 
give a thouglit to the fact that the Europeans are not their 
well-wishers, and‘ that they do not care ‘for their welfare. 
— For’ instanice, Oaptain Nisbett wishes to érect a wooden palace, | 
and ¢ Colonie! Ffall at Amritsar wishes’ gatlatids ‘of flowers to 
be’ hung in'thie bazars. :’ Clever persons should be asked what: 
benefit ' will bedétived from’ these? © In place of ‘all this, if 
a school forthe poor was to be established it would benefit 
all clisses'and ‘would be far better. ‘If the Europeans had 
not : joined : nothing ‘would: have’ been subscribed. But: is 


7 therernot cash in the-Government treasury? . There .are many - 


pergons who will an ky 
in a moment. uselessly. z P fe. ools, 
established .i in Agnonr, y oi .: 


have been given by the rds of rare ae 


tr mek C¥d' 


R The Ashrafruls Akhidr ofthe lst N oven ye Sar 
thing is not-all right in China, and: war vousels. P 
towards vai ee the. intention . of the Betta is te. 
have war.’ » Gt i 

~The Réjptitdna Science Ohaivin't Gasette of the 5th. Town : 
ber notices a rumour that any one wishing to see.the Prince: 


of Wales will have to pay a fee of Rs. 5, and that tickets will 


be issued, ‘The editor says he can 7 believe this to bea. 
fact. ats 


‘The. Jolants 4 Dir. of the Sth Suni, writing of he 
réjas. visiting His .Reyal Highness, says that:.they are come 


pelled against their wish to wansiennectia sums. on ond 
will, thus-become;bankrupis. — | 


“The Kact Vachan Sudhd of the 15th Noverber regrets 
to leatn that ‘the Governor of Bombay did not treat the chiefs 
who ‘assembleed to welcome the Prince of Wales properly or 
hospitably. © | 

ss ADMINISTRATIVE (GENERAL). 


‘The Sadédarsha of the: ‘Atth November writes: thas. & very. 
remarkable letter.on the subject.of Indian revenue appeared 


in. ‘he. Times a few weeks AZO, “* The writer. eneh bine - 
M., and, we: believe we.are.. nok mistaken in:, | 


inal “tigre carpet wna at 
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Miiitater to tax bi idigenitity to find a propet wubstitute for 
the six Grore’ of rapeds which opium now contributes to the 
receipt side of. his annual budget, but that tine is yet far 
distant, and wé need not pry too far into the faturé. In the 
second place, the writer treats of thé salt revenue. ‘The - 
subject, is one of paramount importance. It is. well known - 
that the locally-made salt of Bengal has now been almost 
wholly displaced by the foreign article imported from Cheshire, 
and the reason why Cheshire salt is sold so cheap in Bengal 

is that it has to pay very low freights. Ships come from . 
England to this country almost empty to carry away its pro= 
duce, and they can therefore afford to bring salt from Liver- _ 
pool at nominal freights. Now, the Bengalis are entirely in 
the hands of foreigners for the supply of a necessary article - 
of life and health. -The writer in the Times rightly points out 
that in cage of war between England and a maritime nation. 
freights would rise.and a great diminution in the quantity of » 
salt shipped for India would take place. The consequence 
would be a salt famine in Bengal. We shudder to think what 
would. be the condition of India under such circumstances. . 
Lord Northbrook has already, with a view to please Manches- — 
ter, strangled the Home cotton industry by imposing a pro- | 
hibitive duty on the raw material. And we sincerely trust 
that he will not make us wholly dependent on Cheshire for 
the supply of a necessary article of life and health, by abolish- 
ing the salt monopoly of Madras. In the third place, the - 
Wiiter ‘in the Times deals with the import duties on cotton 
goods, agaifist which Manchester has so persistently elamoured. 
Of the'84 lakhs of rupees annually levied on the import 
of cotton goods not morte than one-twelfth is contributed by 
this Glass of Boods. Ifthe Government of India had abolishad 
the jimport-daty on the coarse kinds of twist and cloth which 
aré mAntifactited ift India, | ‘Manchester wotld have yw 
nothing to sormnplain. Ini out articls on the “Now Tariff’ we - : 
took ‘this ‘view of the question; and we ave glad to find it oa 


supported by the Authority of the experienced “ writet'in ‘the 
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‘Times. Instead of imposing a prohibition duty on raw itiate- 
rial in defiance of all sound economic ‘principles, it, would 
have been much better had the import duty. on the inferior 
classes of cotton goods been taken off. If, however, the 
‘Government of India could not do away with any portion of its 
customs revenue, the imposition of an excise duty on the 
coarser cotton goods manufatured in India, equal to: the im- 
port duty now levied on Manchester goods, would, as suggested 
by the writer, have sufficiently met the ends of justice.” 


RELIGIOUS AND EDUCATIONAL. 


The Akhbdr-i- Alam of the 4th November writes :— There 

are two descriptions of respectable persons in Hindust4n,—lst, 
those who are entirely ignorant, and 2nd, those who are well 
educated. But the latter have as little chance of appointments 
as the former, and even educated members of respectable 
‘families cannot often succeed in being appointed as naib 
tahsildars or sheristad&rs, or naib sheristadars, even as copyists 
in the courts.” The editor then asks,—What use is it for mem- 
bers of good and respectable families working hard day and 
night for years and mastering several languages if they cannot 
succeed in obtaining any employment? On account of their 
education they feel their position more than the ignorant, and 
do not consider life worth having. It is the duty of the 
sovereign to see that the educated classes are not éntirely 


neglected. 

,, The Sadddarsha of the llth N ovember writes that it has 
been at last definitively settled that the Mayo School of Indus- 
trial Art for the Panjab will be opened at Lahore on, the 1st 
proximo. * We are extremely glad that the Mayo Memorial 
Committeo of our province decided to devote:the money placed 
at their disposal by the public to found, such a highly. useful 
Anstitution. It will at once perpetuate the memory of the late 
Jamented nobleman, and at the same:time supply a want long 
felt in this province. . The superintendence of the new. insti- 
bution could ‘not have been ‘placed ia better hands than. tlie’ 


sl , 


i, 
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‘of Mr: ‘J; Lockwood-Kipling of Bombay. . We shall not beat 
all surprised if unreasonable prejudices deter many young 
men from availing themselves of the benefits of art culture 
which have been placed within their reach. A part from the 
refining influences: of such culture—and those influences. will 
for some time to come have very little weight with our coun- 
trymen—it will open a suitable career to many a youth., The 
ordinary walks of life in this country are over-crowded. 
We are ata loss to understand what charms quill-driving 
possesses for our English-educated young men. There are 
many men among us who, by training, could be made first 
class artists, but we are afraid that foolish prejudices will stand 
in the way of their placing themselves under the tuition: of 
Mr. Kipling. It is well that twenty scholarships varying in 
amount have been placed at Mr. Kipling’s disposal. This score 
of stipends will doubtless attract as many students. Itis well 
known that for many years after the foundation of the Calcutta 
Medical College students could only be attracted by stipends. 
But now the numbers of candidates for admission into that 
college has grown so very considerable that the authorities 
have found it necessary to pass a rule restricting admission. 
We trust that the success of the Panjab School of Art under 
Mr. Kipling will be such as to dispense with the necessity of 
giving scholarships in a short time. ee 
LOCAL AND MISCELLANEOUS. _ 
- The Kavt Vachan Sudhd of the 18th October calls the 
attention of the authorities at Benares to the practice of the 
boatmen of over-crowding the ferry boats. - 
The same paper of the 25th October says:—“Oh! my 
beloved countrymen, wake and cast off your indolent habits, 
for good days are approaching for you. You are born in a 
country where gold can be had without labour, and the stones 
and kankar of this place are like gems. Why do you Rens 
indolent while your neighbours are prospering? You are daily 
falling off in all good works, You do not even fecl.ashamed 


cots i sear et oeba? = & .2ovioeni od! qty aid 


Posy ~  - ee bie be le in S Jo as 5 da cc i oh fe >» 3 li wd ; 


“The “Mat Lani -Ny of ‘the ond ieeunter writes. oe in 


Lalitpas there i is @ a gang, of _— — Brahmans who are 


“ahe Patidl a Aldibdp of the. 1st shennan writes. that the 
“ “tenant zemindars and ryots say that sineo. the British 
captured India the soil has lost its life and that all good luck 
has left. Formerly the outturn from one bigha of land used 


to be 15 or 16 maunds, but now it is, difficult. to Lg even 
five maunds.” - eee . 


. The Agra Akhbdr of the 30th October says ‘that an army 
“Ipas been sent against, T haku Surajbhan from Ji odhpur, and 
that it would not ba surprising if the Government of India 


interfered ia this matter. ‘ Complaints against the Diwan of 
Jodhpur ere gurrent all over the State.” 


The Benares Akhbdr of the 4th and 11th November again 


charges the local municipality with neglect of sanitary mat-. 
ters. - 


The Nér-i-Afshdn of the 11th November condemns the 
Shola-i-Téér for accusing the Jail authorities and subordinates 


at Amritsar of cruelty. (See Selections, Shola-i- Tér, November 
2nd, “ Local aud Misceljaneous.”) 


aie to the fast. As ll the profits from manufacture, 
2, have already been taken away, the s haye now 


eR eye on their lands and agricultural business, and before 
long tbsy will wish to cultivate other things, and thus tek? 


O Pum 


nds ix pad. the editor; says he 
2 n trying to.rouse the natives to do . somer 
thing for themselves, arid warns. them, that: if. if they, do.net, 


the Europeans will before long occupy the whole st a, and 


Sj 
mh « . = m 


a 


“mak e the 7 heir servants and slaves.” = =. 6b 


2, 
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The Patidla “Akhbdr of the 8th November again calls at an: 
tion to the prevalence of gambling in the city of Amritsar. 


“Phe Guide of Indic of the 15th November again complains of 
the filthy state of that city. Ss els 4 rh 


’ 


POLITICAL (GENERAL) 


Tho Guide of India of the 15th November advocates the 
enrolment of natives as volunteers, both foot and mounted. 
Some zamindars in the Deccan have applied te Government 
to be enrolled as mounted volunteers, and the 
that Government will accede to their request, 
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